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another, and the human from the brute 
| creation. The brutes poſſeſs, in com- 
mon with man, all the inlets to knowledge and 
pleaſure. Man has no other way of acquiring 
knowledge, "divine inſpiration excepted, but | 
by means of the five ſenſes; and according e as 
they are more or leſs perfectly formed and. 
compleated, ſo the perſon has more or Jeſs, 
knowledge or pleaſure; | or rather has it more 
or leſs in his power to attain to knowledge, 
= B | and 
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The 'Iroalidity of Schiſmatical 


and enjoy pleaſure : and daily experience ſhews 
us, that ſome brutes enjoy the animal ſenſes 
in much greater perfection than man; and 
perhaps reliſh the ſenſual pleaſures in a much 
higher degree. For the God of nature ſeems 


4 


ſtudiouſly to have ſet bounds to the pleaſures 


and pains conveyed to us through the ſenſes, 
and to have confined them within very rfarrowr 
bounds, that we might not place any part of 
our happineſs in them; fo that there is no 
pleaſure or pain, which is not introduced or 
followed by ſome degree of its contrary, 
which nearly balances it. We may juſtly ap- 
ply that beautiful allegory of the divine So- 


crates, that although pleaſure and pain are 
contrary, in their nature, and though their fa- 
ces look different ways, yet Jupiter hath tied 


them ſo together, that he who lays hold of 
one, draws the other along with it. 


How often are we impoſed upon * our 


ſenſes, before we learn to form a right judg- 


ment of the proper objects of them? How. 
1221 do our paſſions miſlead us, and involve 
in difficulties, before they reap. the ad- 

ks" hy they were intended to bring us, in 
our preſent purſuit of happineſs? How many 
falſe conclu lions 40 we draw in the ſtudy 
0 and 
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and inveſtigation of the arts and ſciences be- 


fore we come to the truth? How many errors 


and prejudices of all kinds, how many ſeQs 
and opinions, how many falſe religions have 
we to avoid, before we lay hold of the ſaving 
truth, the pure religion, which CnRIST taught, 
and his Apoſtles propagated, and all, that are 
really and truly chriſtians, hold and maintain, 
as the grand and ſovereign remedy againſt vice 
and ignorance in this life, and as the ſure and 
certain pledge of immortal life and happineſs 
in the next? 


The doctrines of CaRIsT are defigned for 
the ſpiritual improvement of mankind, to pro- 


mote their preſent virtue and comfort, and their 


future perfection and happineſs; but, alas! an 
enemy hath done them great evil, an enemy 
hath ſown not a few tares, but ſo many as to 
threaten the deſtruction of the wheat : the 
tares now grow in ſuch abundance, that one 
muſt beſtow great care and attention to be able 
to diſtinguiſh them from the wheat. How mi- 
ſerably torn and lacerated is religion! Our Sa- 
viour's coat was without ſeam, woven through 
out ; now it is divided into many parts, and re- 
quires many ſeams to unite it into one. We 
are indeed told, that many falſe Chriſts and 

falſe 
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4 Thr Irvalidil of Schiſmatical 


falſe prophets ſhall come, and ſhall deceive 
many; offences muſt needs come, but woe 10 
them by abbom the offence cometh. Wolves have 
climbed over the wall, have got into the fold, 
and devour the ſheep : hereſies and ſchiſms are 


meny, and daily increaſe ; but they that hold 
out to the end, ſhall be ſaved. 


Religion's boſom- enemies are moſt dange- 
rous ; they prey upon her bowels ; they cover 
themſelves with ſheeps-clothing, but inwardly 


are ravening wolves : they cry peace, peace, 
while an enemy is within the walls. 


Deiſtical performances have, no doubt, un- 
ſettled the minds of ſome people; but the 
minds of many have been thereby more firmly 
ſettled, and upon better foundations than ever: 
the evidences for chriſtianity have been far 
better underſtood, ſince thoſe Deiſtical writers 
have occaſioned the ſubject to be more tho- 


roughly diſcuſſed than it had been before. 


Never let infidels, ſays an excellent writer, 
be diſcouraged from reaſoning freely againſt 
the evidences of chriſtianity, as well as upon 
other ſubjects: their ſtrongeſt reaſonings againſt 
it will do it the greateſt ſervice. They will be 

| like 
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like heroes, whoſe brayery renders the victory 
more difficult ; but whoſe captivity adds greatly 
to w_ ſplendor of the 2 


To the ſame purpoſe 1s that of: a on” 
prelate, when he ſays, . No leſs friendly is this 
liberty to the generous advocate of religion. 
For could ſuch an one, when in earneſt, con- 
vinced of the ſtrength of evidence in his cauſe, 
defire an adverſary, whom the laws had before 
diſarmed, or value a victory where the magi- 


ſtrate muſt triumph with them” ? The attacks 
which have been made upon chriſtianity by 
infidels in every age, ſince its firſt propaga- 
tion, have made its truths more conſpicuous, 


and added light and force to the evidences of 
* 


The oppoſition of infidels gives occaſion to 
chriſtians to explain the real ſtrength of the 
evidences of their religion, and to remove every 
thing, which ſeems to weaken their force, or 
binder the mind from yielding its aſſent. A 
ſiege proves the ſtrength of the fortification ; 
ſo the attacks of infidels give fuller conviction 
of the ſolidity of the proofs and evidences for 
chriſtianity ; which has been ſhewn to contain 
no tenet, which reaſon can evince to be falſe, 


and 


6 The Inoalidity of Schiſmatical 
and no precept which conſcience can 284 
prove. 7 


7 


Buch are the advantages ariſing to chriſtianity 
from thoſe objections, by which infidels defign 
to ſubvert it. The force of its evidences has 
been pointed out and aſcertained ; every- excep- 

tion againſt them has been examined and de- 
monſtrated groundleſs, and the proofs of its 
divinity have been fully illuſtrated. It has 
been tried ſeven times in the furnace, and, 
like gold, every trial has made it purer : it has 
undergone ſevere and repeated examinations, 
and ſtill has appeared unexceptionable, No 
ſubject has undergone ſo many free and ſtrict 
examinations as chriſtianity, and no ſubject 
ever gained ſo much by examination. In- 
fidels, though they intend far otherwiſe, are 
ſurely inſtruments in the hand of Providence, 
for the confirmation of the Goſpel ; but I be- 
lieve there are few infidels to be found, but 
amongſt the young, thoughtlefs, diſſipated, and 
abandoned; others affect that name out of pride 
and an gularity, 


The bei ghtneſs with which the evidences of 
the chriſtian religion ſhines forth will always 
bear a proportion to the purity in which it is 

preſerved. 
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preſerved. It may be ſo much corrupted, that 
the compounded adulterated form, which 


aſſumes the name of chriſtianity; > cannot be 
defended. - 


Chriſtians toi, in many inftandeay loaded 
their religion with - abſurdity,” ſuperſtition, en- 
thuſiaſm, and contradiction; and held out 
theſe deformities as the moſt beautiful parts of 
chriſtianity, to the great ſcandal of chriſtians, 
and joyful triumph of infidels: theſe are reli- 
gion's moſt dangerous enemies; a houſe di- 
vided againſt itfelf cannot ſtand. How many 
and' woeful are the diviſions amongſt chriſtians? 
How abſurd are the tenets maintained by ſome 
of them? How perplexed, clouded, and ob- 
ſeured is the true faith; and according to the 
Apoſtles prophecy of the latter 1 tow 
ſcarce is it to be found? BEA 


Ws all call ourſelves chriſtians, yet too many 
of us have little title to the name. CHRTIST 
inſtitutkd one church upon earth, and to it 
alone he made the promiſes of the goſpel; 
but we have made to ourſelves many churches; 
we have hewyn out to ourſelves broken NN 
cin can hold't no water. 3 | 


Our 
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Our title to the name of chriſtians, akiele 
we receive by baptiſm, in many inſtances, 
ſeems, at leaſt, uncertain,” For baptiſm is the 
facrament inſtituted by CHRIST, to initiate man 
into the Peculium of God, the new inheritance, 
whereby he is. intitled to the kingdom of 
Heaven: but this baptiſm, conſidered in itſelf, 
has no virtues; theſe only follow in conſe- 
quence of this rite's being performed accord- 
ing to the appointment of the inſtitutor CHRIS 
our Saviour; who, while upon earth, gave 
the ſame commiſſion, which he had from God 
himſelf, to a diſtinct order of men, 10 go and 
baptize all nations, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. He did 
not ſay this to every body that pleaſed, but 
only to thoſe he appointed; to them alone he 
gave the power of admitting Neun and Gentiles: 
into the new Peculium, | 


This coyenant was to be ſtruck by their act, 
in order to become obligatory : and as the 
chriſtian covenant is conditional, here then is 
one of the conditions, he foundation of all 
the reſt, That we be initiated into tbe chriſtian 
flock, or new peculium, by thoſe appointed and 
ſet apart for that purpoſe; who were not left 
at their liberty to tranſact this covenant, in any 

1:5 manner 
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manner they pleaſed ; no, their commiſſion, 
and the validity of their adminiſtrations, were 
alſo conditional ; they could make none em- 
bers of Chriſt, fons of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, but by baptizing them with 
water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy . 


Here then is another condition required to 
obtain a title to the promiſes of the goſpel, 
that we receive baptiſm, not only from the 


hands of thoſe appointed for that purpoſe, but 


that we receive the baptiſm of water. 


Again; CuR1sT, while upon earth, made a 
revelation of his will ; he gave precepts, and 
promiſed to reward the obſervers, and to pu- 
niſh the tranſgreſſors of thoſe laws. One of 
his precepts was, that all who declare them- 
ſelves willing to be his diſciples, ſhould be 
initiated into one body, and ſeparate themſelves 
from all other ſocieties. 


Hence we difcover another condition ne- 
ceſſary in order to become entitled to the goſ- 
pel promiſes; that is, we niuſt be members of 
his body : but none can be admitted into this 


body, but by thoſe appointed for that pur- 


1 poſe, 


© nn 
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io The Invalidity of Sthiſmatical 


poſe, who are God Almighty! s deputies and 
officers. 

Hence I infer, that as all theſe conditions 
are abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, or rather 
to the goſpel-promiſes of ſalvation, therefore 
none upon earth can diſpenſe with the obſer- 
vance of them, without a particular revelation, 
but God himſelf. One cannot be admitted in- 
to the chriſtian church but by CurisT's prieſt- 
hood; and they can do fo only by baptiſm 
with water ; and the validity of baptiſm de- 
pends upon their obſerving to preſerve the 
depoſitum committed to their truſt, for to them 
alone it is committed. | 


Cuxisr has only one ſociety, .or church, up- 
on earth; to them hath he made the promiſes 
of the goſpel : all other ſocieties, by whatever 
name they may call themſelves, are not of 
CuR1sT, but ſeparated from him, and are even 
againſt him, as himſelf hath expreſly declared, 
He that is not with me, is againſt me; be that 
gathereth not with me, ſcattereth. 

If, therefore, baptiſm can be adminiſtered 
by a heretic or ſchiſmatic (for ſchiſm is hereſy, 
and hereſy is ſchiſm) why not the euchariſt ? 

and 
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and if the euchariſt, why not the prayers, 
and all other parts of religious worſhip ? and 
if theſe things can be done validly, without the 
church, where is the need or neceflity of a 
church or prieſthood ? where is the fin of he- 
rely or ſchiſm ? Nay, let any man tell me if he 
can, what is ſchiſm. For I am ſatisfied, that 
if the church is not a diſtinct ſociety, there nei- 
ther is, nor can be, any ſuch thing as {chiſm 
it is no more than a brutum fulminans, to 
frighten old wives, children, and fools, The 
church is then an open common, in which all 
may travel ; the common is the world, and all 
that is needful is the name of chriſtian, no 
matter how you come by it. 


The declaration of the primitive chriſtians, 
That he that had not the church for his mother, 
could not have God for his father, was only a 
little prieſtcraft ; and the prieſthood itſelf is 
nothing but tyrannical uſurpation upon other 
mens chriſtian liberty ; we therefore are all 
free, and ought to aſſert our chriſtian liberty, 
and throw off the yoke of ſubjection, which 
defigning men have laid upon our ſhoulders : 
let us hate them for their impudence, let us 
kick at them for their arrogance, and learn 
the doctrine which Lucifer taught, when he 
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I2 The Invaliaity of Schiſmatical 


found ſubjection to his MAKER a ſervile 
_ 


To avoid all theſe unhappy concluſions and 
conſequences, let us know no more than 


 CyRisT has revealed to us, which is, That 


there 1s but one baptiſm, and that only to be had in 
the church, and that all adminiſtered « ouF of it 


are perfect nullittes, 


Baptiſm can only be had where there is a 


true church, and a full aſſurance of faith; as 


it is written, one FAITH, one HOPE, one BAP / 
TISM ; and as we daily profeſs, and with our 
mouths declare, that we believe one catholic 
and apoſiclic church, and acknowledge one baptiſm 


for the remiſſion of fins, ſo ought we to make 


this our belief appear manifeſt by our ac- 


If heretics and ſchiſmatics are a part of the 
church, then there is no ſuch thing as hereſy 
and ſchiſm in fact, but only in name; and if 
a clergyman can make a ſacrament valid or in- 
valid, by his declaration, then the ſacraments 
are his ſacraments and not God's; and if ſo, 
I can ſee little obligation any one has to com- 


ply with them. 


But 
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But Cnr1sT has appointed certain conditi- 
ons, which conſtitute the eſſence and validity 
of a ſacrament; for a ſacrament muſt be valid 
or invalid; muſt be a ſacrament or not a ſacra- 
ment; otherwiſe God Almighty has revealed 
to us, that a ſacrament may be partly valid, 
and partly invalid; that it may be two thirds, 
or ninety-nine hundred parts of a ſacra- 
ment. 


When I ſee ſuch a revelation, I ſhall be- 
lieve it, for we can know nothing of ſacra- 
ments or religion, but what comes from God : 
*till I fee ſuch a new revelation, which inva- 
lidates the preſent, I ſhall profeſs my belief in 
one God, one Faith, one Church, one Baptiſm : 
but amongſt heretics, there is none of theſe 
things; every thing is falſified and inconſiſt- 
ent, and they are under the influence of the 
devil, and are in communion with him. They 
conſtitute a ſociety, with him at their head, 
and into this ſociety they can only initiate : 
this ſociety, J hope, is neither the whole, nor 

any part of the church of God, for what fel- 
 lowſhip can there be between light and dark- 
neſs ? Can antichriſt baptize in the name of 
CHRIST ? Can the curſed bleſs in God's name? 
Can one in defiance, neglect, or contempt of 
God's 
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| God's laws, and in a ſtate of fin and damna- 
tion, confer the remiſſion of ſins, which is 
only, ſo far as we know, to be obtained by a 
ſteady adherence to thoſe laws which he ne- 
glects or deſpiſes? To avoid ſuch miſchiefs, 
I humbly think we ought to abide by one 
baptiſm, which God hath intruſted _ his 
church alone. 


How fruitful error is, we ſee moſt plainly 
in the affair now before us; one error produces 


another, and fo on, till the perſon is quite loſt 
in the labyrinth, 


Some have maintained, that the validity of 
baptiſm depends upon pronouncing the words 
of inſtitution, and may be adminiſtered by a 
Jew ; others affirm, that it cannot be admi- 
niſtered but by thoſe who profeſs a true faith 
in the Trinity; while a third party affirm, that 
any perſon, man, woman, or child, may bap- 
tize when occaſion offers, if they uſe water, 
and the words of the inſtitution; a fourth 
party ſay, that the faithfal only have the 
power to baptize, but they all poſſeſs it in 
common, and what is poſſeſſed in common, 
may be given in common. Some exclude 
deacons from baptizing, while others exclude 


both 
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both prieſts and deacons, and reſt the whole 
privilege and power of baptiſm in the hands 
of. the biſhop, who may confer that power 
upon whomſoever he pleaſes, whether layman 


or clergyman ; and may, as he pleaſes, declare 


any baptiſm valid or invalid, and his declaration 
vn. -- | 


Theſe, and many other opinions, I might 
produce to ſhew, that when a perſon falls in- 
to the way of error, he does not know how 


far it may lead him, therefore we ought ſtrict- 


ly to adhere to what God hath revealed to us, 
and not ſuffer our own inventions to mangle 
and mutilate, to add to, or diminiſh from it: 
and if we wiſh the ſalvation of our fellow- 
creatures, we ought to undeceive them, if op- 
portunity offers, who fancy that they have re- 
ceived one true baptiſm, where there is 10 true 
church; for as there is one God, one faith, and 
one church, ſo in this one church there is only 
one baptiſm and ſanctification: one only me- 
thod hath God preſcribed for men to become 
the ſons of God, from being the ſons of the 


earth, and children of corruption and per- 
dition. FE 
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There was only one tree in the garden of 
paradiſe, that could make men live for ever; 
and only one tree that could bring death; ſo 
there is only one baptiſm of God, the other is 
that of the devil. 


The Holy Spirit, which is the gift of God, 
and by which alone we are redeemed from the 
curſe pronounced againſt Adam, and from the 
corruption and perdition, which is the conſe- 
quence of the firſt tranſgreſſion; the Holy 
Spirit, I ſay, fo far as the ſcriptures teach us, 
does not act without the water, nor the water 
without the Spirit, which was juſtly obſerved 
at the Council of Carthage ; and both the Spi- 
rit and the water are only to be had in the 
Church, : . 


Wherefore, whoever does not receive ef- 


fectual baptiſm in the church, which is but 


one, is not entitled to goſþel ſalvation, but reſts 
entirely upon the unconditional mercy of God, 
which ſtate none, that wiſh well to their ſouls, 
will deſire to be in; for as God is merciful, fo 


he 1s juſt, and one attribute will never deſtroy 
another, 


He 


and Heretical BAPTISM. 17 
Hie who undertakes to prove, that heretics 
and ſchiſmatics have a power to baptize, ſhould 
tell us, who is the author and founder of he- 
reſy ? If God was its author and founder, then 
indeed we can make no heſitation to ſuppoſe, 
that his mercies are entailed upon it ; but if it 
was not ſo, whence ſhould it derive his grace 
and favour either upon itſelf or others? Our 
Saviour ſaid, Go YE, and baptize all nations, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 


of the Holy Ghoſt ; but heretics, by God's | re- 


vealed will, have amongſt them neither Fa- 
ther, Son, nor Holy Ghoſt; how then can a 
perſon give what he hath not? 


Heretics, as I obſerved before, have a whole 
and entire power to baptize, or they have not. 
If they have not a power to baptize, neither 
have they a power to give the Holy Spirit. If 
they cannot give the Holy Spirit, becauſe they 


have him not, neither can they give a truly 


ſpiritual baptiſm. 


CuR1sT gave power to biſhops, and thoſe 
ordained by them, to baptize ; he gave no pow- 
er to heretics; wherefore, as they who are out 
of the church, ſet themſelves in oppoſition to 
_ CurisT, diſperſing, ſcattering, dividing, and 

5 . devouring 
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en his flock, fo have they no power o 
baptize out of his fold: for how. can they 
baptize in the name of CHRIST, whom CHRIST 
himſelf hath declared to be his enemies? Can 
we, or dare we, ſuppoſe, that God will ratify 
and confirm in heaven, what is done upon earth 
by ſuch agents ? 


If the governors of the one church, found- 
ed by CHRIST, upon the rock of faith, have 
not the ſole privilege of baptiſm, excluſive of- 
all other pretenſions, then hath God more 
churches upon earth than one, which is con- 
trary to the ſcriptures, and the teſtimony of all 
antiquity. 


It is ſtrange to me, that peõple ſhould ac- 
knowledge that there is but one baptiſm, and 
that any ſhould diſagree about the nature of its 
unity. Surely the church and hereſy are two. 
things, entirely different from each other; where- 
fore, if heretics have true baptiſm, the church 
has it not; and, on the other hand, if the church 
has it, they have it not: but there is no man- 
ner of doubt, that the church alone, which 

alone hath the grace of CurisT, and the truth 
of his doctrine, hath his baptiſm. 


If 


and Heretical BAPTISM. 19 
If heretics receive remiſſion of fins in bap- 
tiſm, there can be no occaſion for their coming 
over to the church: for ſince there is nothing 
puniſhed in the day of judgment, but ſin only, 
they can have nothing to fear from the judg- 
ment of CHRIST, who have already obtained 
remiſſion of their fins. But a great man faith, 
« As there is no remiſſion of ſins to be had 
but in the baptiſm of the Church, he who re- 
ceives a heretic to communion, without true 
baptiſm, commits two great abſurdities, he 
defiles the Chriſtian, and yet does not cleanſe 
the Heretic“. TRE | 


But ſome very nice diſtinguifhers ſay, That 
though baptiſm, received in a ſtate of ſepara- 
tion from the Church, is of no benefit to the 
receiver, while he continues in that ſtate, yet 
upon his forſaking his errors, teſtifying his re- 
pentance, and returning to the unity of the 
Church, then his baptiſm becomes valid, and 
the perſon, that juſt before enjoyed no benefits 
from his baptiſm, now, by means of the very 
ſame baptiſm, receives all the bleſſings con- 
ferred upon a true and regular baptiſm : juſt 
as an unworthy communicant, though he- re- 
ceives the facrament, yet does not partake of 


the benefits thereby beſtowed. 
| This 
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20 The Invalidity of Schiſmatical 

This is a ſubtile diſtinction, and is the pro- 
duction of heads fuller of ſophiſtry and falſe 
philoſophy, than ſaving truth, and true Chri- 
ſtianity. Sure I am, CHRIST has made known 
no ſuch diſtinction; and I do not think we are 
allowed to make diſtinctions, where he has 
made none. We are to become Chriſtians, 
and receive the benefits of the ſacraments, 
upon his terms and conditions, and according 
to his appointment, and not upon our own 
terms, and agreeable to our own fancies, The 
facraments are his ſacraments, and not ours, 
and the bleſſings promiſed to the due receivers 


of them, are an act of his own free-will, and 


he may beſtow his own bleſſing upon. what 
terms he pleaſes, 


Cr draws up the articles, becauſe the 
gifts are in his hands; the articles, and the 
only articles we know, are contained in the 
ſcriptures ; there he hath eſtabliſhed one church, 
one prieſthood, and one faith; and thoſe only, 


Who are members of that one church, who 


are directed and governed by that one prieſt- 


hood, and who profeſs that one faith, are con- 


ditionally entitled to the bleſſings purchaſed 
by CHRIST. 


Are 


ond Heretical BAPTISM. 21 

Are not all and every individual promiſe in 
the goſpel made to the church? Is there, a- 
mongſt all the divine revelations, any one pro- 
miſe made to any perſon or perſons, but only 
to the members of the church? and if there 
is not, then, who knows that any benefit will 
be beſtowed ? ſurely none, but thoſe that are 
acquainted with the hidden councils of God's 
will. | 


If the baptiſed perſon's repentance makes 
him a member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an 
znheritor of the kingdom of heaven, then the 
meritorious act is repentance, let baptiſm be 
conferred by whom you pleaſe, or not at all, 
if that pleaſes better, yet repentance entitles 
to heaven : but can there be true repen- 
tance in the negleft of any article of duty 
God is pleaſed to require? and can any perſon 
diſpenſe with the performance of that one ar- 
ticle ? But CuRISTH has appointed a Church, 
and has commiſſioned certain people, and them 
alone, to admit perſons into his Church, there- 
fore, as there cannot be true repentance in the 
neglect of any condition required, ſo there 
cannot be true repentance without true bap- 


Hence 
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Hence, we ſee, it is mere deceit and delu- 
fon to ſay, that repentance renders a baptiſm 
valid, which was not ſo before, becauſe there 
is not repentance ; and as there cannot be an 
effect without a cauſe, fo baptiſm cannot be- 
come valid, from being invalid, without ſome 
cauſe to produce that effect: but here there is 
no producing cauſe, therefore the effect cannot 
follow. ; 


If the caſe of heretical and ſchiſmatical bap- 
tiſin is ſimilar to that of an unworthy com- 
municant, ſurely that makes their baptiſm valid 
to all intents and purpoſes : for true baptiſm 
availeth not without repentance, and if here- 
tical and ſchiſmatical baptiſm availeth with it, 
where is the difference? Whoever attempts to 
make a diſtinction there, ſurely does it without 
a difference. | 


— — — 


— * — 
— pa — L 1 — 1 1 6 1 yu p 
— — FIDE rn, mn rn ; I — — — — — — 
— 3 2 1 * ä * — . . - 
n — - ar ens -— : < — — — —— — — — hs — — — —— pm — — — — — — — — 4 Þs - 
m- - - —— 2 => * 7 — 4 = —— =» 7 * „ a" ra — i 8 2 
2 N : — 8 r r . 5 i — S — oc —.— — bo - « 5 — — 5 0 — * —— ——¾ 
. — - - © CDS rr N - r 2 oy m4 — ——— As. = * 88 * £58 F - * * — n —.— —— nhe- gs N gy aee ap Z 
—————— 1 2 POW „ rig os — — ww $4 - * * — — — 2 * 7 - * e 2 r — 7 IP 5 . REES * 7 r e n wn y 2 1 
r 5 CTC wy 259 4 r 2 1 5 8 — — . I . = 5 ws So — K 9 ; 
dels mY _ I 8 * "© \ 5 - IF. - 
— — — — —— — e * E K To, ear LIES Ge rg nr ne: — . pg A — mama Ig. Dt — hae 6 — — = — 112 
7 
1 . 
1 
— 
4 


2 * S ( 4 


Will any body affirm, that an impenitent 
communicant does not really receive the ſacra- 
ment, as much as a worthy communicant? 
He ſurely receives the ſacrament, though not 
the benefits of that ſacrament ; they are ſuſ- 
-pended by his impenitence, by his own act and 
deed, not by any irregularity in the adminiſtra- 
tion; and his receiving the true and real ſacra- 
| ment, 
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and Heretical BAPTISM. 2g 
ment, is fo far from being of any ſervice to 
him, that it will add to his condemnation, and 
is to be repented of, as well as his other fins : 
he muſt receive the ſacrament anew to become 
a partaker of its benefits. So heretical and 
ſchiſmatical baptiſm does not profit the recei- 
ver, but adds to his guilt, and is to be repented 
of to qualify him for baptiſm and Troivenals 
of Unis. 


As nothing can conſtitute an heretical; and 
ſchiſmatical ſacrament valid, fo nothing can 
render the ſacrament of the regular prieſthood 
invalid, but neglecting to uſe the proper ele- 
ments, or form of adminiſtration. If a prieſt 
uſes wine in place of water in baptiſm, even 
though no water can be got, that baptiſm” is 
void. | 


Baptiſm is indeed neceſſary to ſalvation, yet 
it ceaſes to be a duty, when it is impoſſible for 
us to have it performed according to God's inſti- 
tution; for he requires no impoſſibilities of 
us. When we are fo circumſtanced, that it 
becomes impoſſible for us' to perform any par- 
ticular duty, even though neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion when in our power to have it performed, 

yet that very duty ceaſes to be a duty required 


of- 
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of us, and God of his mercy will make up that 
deficiency, and will reward our earneſt wiſh 
and pious longing to have it performed, equally 
with the real performance of it ; but we muſt 
beware leſt we deceive ourſelves, for this is 
only the: caſe when it is abſolutely out of our 
power, and morally impoſſible for us to ac- 
compliſh it. 


We are tied down to laws, but God is not: 
the goſpel covenant is terms of falvation to us, 
but God may diſpenſe with theſe terms when 
he pleaſes, He will, no doubt, pardon the 
non-performance of a duty, when it is im- 
poſſible to be performed; yet will never juſtify 
the irregular performance of any inſtitution, 


but puniſh the parties for their fan. 


As the matter of the ſacrament is eſſentially 
neceſſary to conſtitute the validity of it, ſo are 
the words of inſtitution. If a regular prieſt 
does not baptize in the name of the Holy 
Trinity, that baptiſm is void, becauſe the per- 
ſon is not baptiſed into the faith, therefore is not 
entered into the church, and initiated a member 
of CHRIST" $ 5 


Juſt 
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| Juſt it is with reſpe& to the holy eucha- 


riſt ; if any prieſt uſes water in place of wine, 
or wine unmixed with water, if our Saviour 
uſed a mixed cup, which he moſt certainly 
did, if there is any truth in hiſtory, if there is 
any truth in fathers, canons, and councils, if 
they are not all a fable, that ſacrament is null, 
For our Saviour faid at its inſtitution, this cup, 
this very cup, and no other, with its contents, 
as prepared by me, is my blood. He did not 
ſay, this cup, or any other, as you ſee proper 
to prepare it, whether with wine or water, or 
with wine and water together, is my blood : 
no; this alone is my inſtitution, and the com- 
pliance with this inſtitution, both in matter and 
form, I require as a teſt of your obedience; 
none other I will receive, none other I will 
reward. 


Again; if our Saviour, at the inſtitution of 
this ſacrament, uſed a prayer of oblation and 
invocation, as moſt certainly he did, if any 
credit is to be given to antiquity, and to the 
teſtimonies of the primitive liturgies, then ho- 
ever neglects theſe prayers, neglects to con- 
ſecrate according to CHRIST's inſtitution, there» 
fore he does not adminiſter the ſacrament of 
CuRIST's church, but one of his own; and 
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26 The Invalidity of Schiſmatical 


if any benefits be received from it, he muſt 


be the giver, whoſe ſacrament it is, and not 
God, whoſe ſacrament it is not. 


If then matters ſtand thus, what ſhall we 
fay of that biſhop or prieſt, who uſes or ne- 
glects thoſe prayers; who declares to ſome, 
that a mixed cup is not eſſentially neceſſary, 


and may be uſed or not, according as cuſtom 


directs; and yet ſays to others, that he would 
not adminiſter in an unmixed cup, at the ſame 
time that he hath both given and received it 
in the ſacrament, and even unconſecrated 
wine : if the addition of the words, militant 
here on earth, in the prayers for the whole 
ſtate of CurIsT's Church, deſtroys a doctrine 
and practice of the primitive church, ſhall we 
not look upon a perſon as too much a time- 
ſerver, who wiſhes to make religion comply 


with faſhion, that either adds or neglects theſe 


words as the congregation are diſpoſed ; and, 
to know their diſpoſitions, caſts his eye over 
them before he begins the prayer. 


1 have a good deal more to remark with 
regard to the practice of certain people ; but 
that I ſhall refer to ſome other opportunity; 
and ſhall now beg the reader's pardon for 
1 this 
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this digreſſion, and again revert to my; 4 ſub- 
ject. 


It appears to me a plain and ſelf-evident 
truth, in every point of view I can put it in, 
that heretics and ſchiſmatics cannot baptize, 
nor confer the forgiveneſs of ſins, as having no 
power given them to looſe or bind any thing 
upon earth; but men muſt be looſed from that 
pollution which the ſin of the firſt man brought 
upon all mankind, and from the curſe and ſen- 
tence of condemnation which was pronounced 


in conſequence of it, before they can become 
the children of God their N and heirs 
of eternal life. 


But as the power of binding and looſing 
was given to the prieſthood, whom God ap- 
pointed, and to none elſe, therefore thoſe that 
are not looſed by them alone, remain ſtill 
bound, and continue the children of the devil, 
their deceiver, and heirs of damnation; they 
have no more claim and title to the kingdom 
of heaven, the purchaſe of CHRIST, by the 


promiſes of the doſpel, than eus, Turks, or 
Mabometans. | 


i 
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I heretics can adminiſter lawful baptiſm, | 
then, as I ſaid before, they can lawfully do all 
other parts of the prieſtly office ; and, if fo, 
then they ſeem to ſtand excuſed and vindicated 
in doing what is unlawful for them to'do : 
25 what grounds, therefore, hath CHRIST 

eclared them his adverſaries and enemies? 
and what reaſon bad his apoſtles, after him, 


to ſtigmatiſe them by the name of Anti- 
chriſts? 


4 
St. John faith, à man can receive noths ng e- 
cept it be given him from heaven ; if hereſy, 
therefore, be from heaven, it may ne true 
baptiſm, and ſaving remiſſion and forgiveneſs 
of ſins ; but if it be from hell, it can confer 
nothing but a falſe and deluſive baptiſm, and 
a continuance of that curſe pronounced againſt 
the firſt man, the conſequence of which is 
death and corruption: for CHRIST is the pur- 
chaſer of life and immortality ; CHRIST is the 
founder of the Church, and the devil brought 
death, hell, and damnation, and was the foun- 
der of hereſy : how then can the ſynagogue 
of ſatan be entitled to the baptiſm of CHRIST 
and he who betrays and gives up the baptiſm 
of the Church to heretics, is little better than 
a Judas to the ſpouſe of ChRIST. The ſame 
apoſtle 
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apoſtle St. John ſays, that God heareth not An- | 


ners; how then can a heretic, who is con- 
feſſedly a ſinner, be heard, when he is cele- 
brating the ordinance of baptiſm. 


Heretics ought not to be deceived, by grant- 
ing them undue privileges, leſt by their not 
being baptized in the Church of our Lord 
Jesus CHRIST, and not receiving from thence 
the forgiveneſs of ſins, they ſhould charge it 
upon thoſe who were the cauſe of it in the day 
of judgment: and if to have this only true 
baptiſm, ſhould at any time be the requeſt of 
any particular perſon, as a means of comfort 
and ſatisfaction, how can ſuch a requeſt be 
refuſed ? May not ſuch a refuſal be attended 
with very bad conſequences even in this life ; 
conſequences that I am unwilling to point out 
in the light they now appear to me. Nothing, 
in my humble opinion, can be a ſufficient ar- 
gument for denying ſuch a requeſt, but pro- 
ving, that a compliance with it is abſolutely 
forbidden, conſequently ful. ; 


But, I believe, none will attempt ſuch a 
proof, that knows any thing of the ſcriptures 
or tradition; ſure I am, if he does ſo, he muſt 
make uſe of other PIE widely different 

from 


— 
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from thoſe, at preſent, in the hands of W 
ſtians; and he muſt bring different councils 
and biſhops from thoſe of the council of Car- 
thage, and the eighty-ſeven biſhops, that made 
up that council. 


CuRIsT is truth, and we ought to follow 
truth rather than cuſtom ; therefore when truth 


appears, let all pretences from cuſtom, yield ta- 


it. 


* 
4 


Our Lord in his goſpel ſays, I am Txurxn; 


he doth not fay, I am CusTom ; therefore it 


is a weak plea to ſay, ſuch is the practice of 
the Church at preſent, which receives from 
other communions all that offer without re-bap- 
tizing them: the preſent practice, if not found- 
ed upon truth, has no weight with me ; but 
Jam very willing that the nn Church 
determine in this matter. 


I lay down all the arguments I have already 
mentioned, the whole, and every one of which, 
I think unanſwerable, and reſt upon the Pri- 
mitive Church. Whoever brings a council of 
eighty- ſeven biſhops, in any century, from our 
Saviour's incarnation, till the end of the firſt 
ſix hundred years, declaring. as unanimouſly 

and 
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and exactly againſt the neceſſity of re- baptizing 
heretics and ſchiſmatics, as the council of Car- 
thage does for it, I ſhall argue the matter 
no farther, and he ſhall be my Magnus 
Apollo. 


The council of Conthane conſiſted of eighty- 
ſeven biſhops, who all declare, that there is 
but one baptiſm, and that in the Catholic 
Church, and that the baptiſm of heretics is a 
periect nullity. 


Nay, I'll go further, and declare my ſatis- 
faction in admitting heretics into the church 
without baptiſm, if any one will ſhew me, by 
as plain and well atteſted paſſages from the 
writings, or expreſs declarations in councils, 
of as many, that it was the opinion of eighty- 
ſeven biſhops, whether ſeparately or collective- 
ly, from the birth of our Saviour, to the end 
of the ſixth century, that fo it ſhould be; and 
I am ſure, that none that have any acquain- 
_ tance with antiquity, and know how many 
hereſies and ſchiſms, after that time, and even 
before, were: broached, will deſire: any later 
date for the proof of any doctrine. 


St. 
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St. Baſil ſays, Ep. i. ad Amphiloch. chap.” 1. 
« Heretics and ſchiſmatics are broken off and 
divided from the church, and become laymen, 
and therefore cannot baptize, or confer a bleſ- 
ſing ; they are not able to give the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt to others, which they themſelves 
have loſt. Therefore thoſe whom they bap- 
tize, are baptiſed as if by laymen, and ought 


to be re-baptiſed upon their return to the 
Church.“ 


Tertullian de Bapt. chap. 5, where he writes 
profeſſedly of baptiſm, ſays, The goſpel of 
our Lord, and the writings of the apoſtles, 
allow us only one baptiſm; becauſe there is 
but one Lord, one Baptiſm, and one Church, 
in heaven. But concerning heretics, it is pro- 
per for us, to whom it is given in charge, to 
conſider, Heretics have no part in our diſci- 
pline ; their very breach of communion de- 
clares them foreigners and-out-lawed ; I onght 
not to acknowledge in them what is com- 
manded to me, becauſe we and they have not 
the ſame God nor the fame CHRTSTH; there- 
fore they have no baptiſm, becaufe they have 
not the ſame baptifm ; which ſeeing they do 
not lawfully come by it, have it not at all.” 


4 


Dionyſius, 
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„ biſhop of Alexandria, maintained 
the ſame doctrine, and in an epiſtle to Euſe- 
-bius, lib. i. chap. 7. declares, that he is coun- 
tenanced in it by the decrees of Iconium, and 
the council of Synada. 


Need I mention the opinion of the oracle 
of the age in which he lived, I mean St. 
Cyprian, and crouds of teſtimonies from the 
early fathers, which might be produced for 
proving this doctrine ? No, I ſhall only trouble 
the reader with one more quotation, which 
ſhall be from Bingham, an eminent adverſary 
for re- baptiſing heretics. In his preface to his 
ſcholaſtical hiſtory of the practice of the church 
in reference to the adminiſtering baptiſm by 
laymen, he acknowledges, that the baptiſm 
of heretics and ſchiſmatics is not completely _ 
valid and full 3 and, therefore, page 7, he 
ſays: 


* There is one thing more I would humbly 
<< beg leave to offer, with all due reſpect, to 
_ © the' conſideration of our ſuperiors, legally 
cc aſſembled in convocation, that is, whether 

it might not be proper to have a peculiar 
form of confirmation, or impoſition of hands, 


for ſuch as were baptiſed by heretics and 
F __ 
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ſchiſmatics, upon their return to the unity 
* of the church, conſidering what frequent 
* occaſion there is for ſuch a form, by rea- 
ce ſon of great multitudes that have been bap- 
<« tiſed in hereſy and ſchiſm, and are admitted 
into the church upon repentance, and re- 
e nunciation of their errors, without re-bap- 
ec tization. 
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The reader will take notice, that this is a 
great conceſſion from an adverſary. But he 
goes on: 8 
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The antient Churches, ſays he, has ſuch 

forms peculiar upon ſuch occaſions: for 
8 they did not think confirmation was to be 
« given exactly in the ſame way, to thoſe who 
« cyere baptiſed by heretics or ſchiſmatics, as 
Wt ce they did to thoſe that were baptiſed in the 
7 Church; becauſe, though they did not 
= . « eſteem the baptiſm of ſuch to be ſimply 
Hil null and void, yet (obſerve) they looked up- 
{438 e on it to be deficient in ſeveral reſpects, and 
1 <« therefore they appointed proper forms for 
11 a the confirmation of ſuch, before they ad- 
© mitted them to the euchariſt, upon their re- 
0 turn to the Church.“ 
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In company then with, and in imitation of, 
ſo. great a man as the learned Mr. Bingham, | 
may not I humbly preſume to beg leave to of- 
fer one thing, and with as much due reſpect, 
to the conſideration of our ſuperiors, legally 
aſſembled in convocation, (he ſays) but J ſay, 
J hardly ever expect to ſee that legal aſſem- 
bled convocation; therefore I offer it to the 
Clergy in general, whether it might not be 
proper, in admitting heretics and ſchiſmatics 
into the Church, to uſe the hypothetical form 
of baptiſm appointed to be uſed in doubtful 


caſes. 


Some will perhaps ſay, (nay, I have faid it 
myſelf) that though ſchiſmatics ought to be 
baptiſed, yet it is neceſſary perfectly and di- 
ſtinctly to diſtinguiſh what is the Church, and 
what conſtitutes ſchiſm, with its nature and 


conſequences, before we preſume to declare any | 
perſon a ſchiſmatic. 


It is very true, this ought to be done, and 
if it had not been already done, it would have 
been neceſſary at this time; but it has been 
done by many learned men; and, amongſt 
many others, that I might mention for the 
IAC? peruſal, I ſhall at this time only name 

| Dr, 
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Dr. Hickes's Conſtitution of the Catholic Church, 
and Biſhop Ratturay's Chriſtian Covenant; and 
leſt the reader ſhould think himſelf neglected, 


I ſhall here ſay two or three words _ the. 
ſubject. 


A Church, then, 1 5 a ſociety of people pro- 


fFeſffing the ſame faith, and living under the ſame 


laws. This ſociety, however much diſperſed, 
muſt live in a unity of faith, and ſameneſs of 
government; their faith muſt. be the doctrines 
and precepts revealed by CHRIST, and taught 
by his apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, and al- 
ways received as ſuch every where, and by all 


people. 


It is not neceſſary, that the members of this 
ſociety ſhould agree in every nice, metaphy- 
fical, and ſubtle point; the fundamental ar- 
icles of faith, contained in the Creeds and 


Commandments, are only abſolutely neceſſary 


for a Chriſtian, 


Again, The government of - this ſociety 
muſt be ſuch as CHRIST inſtituted, and his 
apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, perpetuated. The 
government which CHRIST inſtituted, and his 
apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, invariably con- 

tinued, 
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tinued, over all the chriſtian world, for fif- 
teen hundred years, was a ſubordinate prieſt- 
hood; ſo that thoſe ſocieties, which have not 
a regular ſucceſſion of this ſubordinate prieſt- 
hood, make no part of ChRIS T's Church. 


In the primative times, no ſect or party e- 
ver attempted to ſeparate themſelves from the 
Church; without a biſhop, they never fo 
much as dreamed of having the name of a 
Church ; and accordingly every party, before 
they ſeparated from the Church, took care, 
by ſome means or other, to have a biſhop a- 
mongſt them; and as Chriſtianity is invariable, 

ſo it muſt continue. 


Again. A ſchiſm. is a ſeparation from this 
Church, fo conſtituted, according to CHRIST's 
appointment. Whenever a biſhop is ſet up, 
by any party, whether by king or people, in 
room of, or in oppoſition to, the regular and 
canonical biſhop of the dioceſe, the ſecond, or 
new. biſhop, is a nullus, or no biſhop, and a 
ſchiſmatic ; and thoſe that adhere to him are 
involved in the fame guilt, and are in a ſtate 
of ſchiſm; for no biſhop can be appointed to 
a dioceſe, by the laws and conſtitution of the 
Church, till it is vacant, which can never hap- 


pen, 
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pen, but by the death or depoſition. of the o- 
ther biſhop; and no biſhop can be depoſed 
by a lay-power, nor by an eccleſiaſtical power, 


but for betraying and giving up the depoſitum 
committed to his truſt, and thereby becoming 


2 heretic. Therefore, whenever there is an 
altar ſet up againſt an altar, there, moſt cer- 
tainly, is a ſchiſm : and this naturally brings 
into my mind a practice here which is anca- 
nonical, and ſurely cannot be juſtified by the 
laws, canons, and diſcipline of the Catholic 


Church: I mean, to ordain clergymen, and | 


ſend them to Scotland, who pay no obedience 
to the biſhops of Scotland, and muſt neceſſa- 
rily be ſchiſmatics, and the biſhop who does 
ordain them is an accomplice, and is an abettor, 
countenancer, and promoter of. ſchiſm. 


If there were no biſhops in Scotland, men 
able, and every way qualified and willing to 
execute their office, then indeed ſuch a prac- 
tice would be highly neceſſary; but, as the 
caſe at preſent ſtands, it 1s very irregular, and 
1s condemned by the teſtimony of all antiqui- 
ty; no canon, council, or father; can be pro- 
duced to countenance, far leſs juſtify, ſuch an 
irregular and uncanonical. practice. | 


I make 
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1 make no apology for the freedom with 
which I have written. The ſubject is, in the 
higheſt degree, intereſting to our peace and 
quiet of mind in this life, and to our eternal 
happineſs in the next. Having no other views 


than to promote a thorough knowledge of this 
moſt important ſubject, being conſcious of the 


uprightneſs of my intention, and upon finding 
myſelf, upon the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny into my own 
mind, wholly diveſted of biaſs or partiality, I 


have warmly enforced my arguments and drawn 


the ſtrongeſt concluſions : the high importance 


of the ſubje& will plead my excuſe :' whoever 


treats ſuch a ſubje& with more indifference, 


ſurely has not that chriſtian zeal which is de- 
fir eable. 


FINELY 
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